
What to write on your 
wedding invitations

 
A Guide



Congratulations
on your engagement!

An invitation suite is more than just saying “you’re invited”- 
it’s about the anticipation and  experience of opening 

the envelope. It’s about introducing your love story and 
giving your guests a first taste of what’s to come at your 

wedding. 

At Ink & Paper, I work with you every step of the way 
to create bespoke invitations that will showcase your 

unique style and personalities and get your guests excited 
for your big day – and that they will want to hang onto 

long after your amazing day. All of my designs are printed 
using beautiful traditional letterpress or hot foil - a perfect 

complement to all kinds of wedding themes.

The tricky part is, no matter how gorgeous the design, the 
invitation is there to convey important information, and 

this can be a little more complicated. And, let’s be honest 
here, it can be what holds so many couples back from 

committing to their invites. 

With this guide, I’m going to walk you through all the 
parts of your invitation suite (including your invitation 

card, RSVP and information cards) and give you examples 
of what your wording might look like — whether you’re 

going more traditional or want to keep it casual.

So with all of that, let’s get started!
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Yourinvitation

While the design of your 
invitation is more than just 
informational, that information is 
essential. 

So, let’s start working through 
what information your invitation 
needs to have and how you can 
word that information to reflect 
your style.

The Header
The header of your invitation 
includes the hosts, request 
and couples’ names, and can 
sometimes be the most difficult 
or complicated aspect of your 
invites. 

Instead of letting it overwhelm you or stress 
you out, think of it as game of mix & match.  
Look through each of the different options 
below and pick out ones that apply to you 
and sit most comfortably. 

If you don’t want to get into the details, you 
can skip down to my full header examples. 
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The Hosts
The first line of your invitation traditionally tells your guests who’s hosting the 
event. Originally, a wedding was almost always hosted by the bride’s parents. 

Nowadays, weddings can be hosted by the groom’s family, both families, 
grandparents, or the couple themselves. The host is the person or people paying 
for the wedding, and so the invitation should reflect that.

This can get a little more complicated if you’re part of a blended family or your 
parents are not married to each other. Here are a few examples of how that 
might look:

Parents on one side only

• Mr and Mrs Mackie
• Mr Christian and Eliza Mackie

Parents who are not married

• Mr Christian Mackie
 and Mrs (or Ms) Eliza Wolff

Parents who are remarried

• Mr Christian Mackie and Sarah Mackie
 together with Mr Peter Wolff and Eliza Wolff

• Mr Christian and Sarah Mackie
 and Mr Peter and Eliza Wolff

Both sides’ parents as hosts

• Mr and Mrs Mackie
 and Dr and Mrs Dalby
• Mr Christian and Eliza Mackie
 together with Dr Richard and Florence Dalby
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Both sides’ parents not married

• Mr Christian Mackie and Mrs (or Ms) Eliza Wolff
 and Dr Richard Dalby and Mrs (or Ms) Florence Thaler

Both sides’ parents remarried

• Mr Christian Mackie and Sarah Mackie
 and Mr Peter Wolff and Eliza Wolff
 and Dr Gabriel Dalby and Wendy Dalby
 and Mr Harold Thaler and Florence Thaler
• Mr & Mrs Mackie, Mr & Mrs Wolff,
 Dr & Mrs Dalby and Mr & Mrs Thaler

If a parent is deceased

• Mrs. Eliza Mackie and the late Christian Mackie
 and Mr. Richard Dalby and the late Florence Dalby

Collaborative hosting or no host, or to simplify

• Together with their families
• Together with their parents
• [no host line]

Note: If there is no host or you are hosting your own wedding, 
you may choose not to include the host line and instead include 
the request after your names.
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The Request

The request is where you invite your guests.  This can be done as 
formally or informally as you wish, depending on the type of wedding 
you’re hosting. Some ideas include:

• …request the pleasure of your company at the wedding of
• …request the honor of your presence at the wedding of
• …invite you to join them in celebrating the marriage of
• …invite you to the wedding of
• …cordially invite you to celebrate the wedding of
• …invite you to share in their joy as we celebrate the marriage of

If there’s no host:

• Please join us in celebrating the wedding
• Join us in the celebration of

If there is no host or you are hosting your own wedding, you may 
choose to include the request after your names. 

In this case, you’ve got even more options:

• …ask that you join them to celebrate their marriage
• …invite you to share in their joy as they exchange vows
• …invite you to celebrate their wedding
• …are tying the knot
• …are getting married
• …are gettin’ hitched
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The Couple
The couples’ names are usually the focal point of the invitation and are 
pretty straightforward.

Traditionally, the bride’s name comes first, but if you are a same-sex or 
non-binary couple, it’s entirely down to you who goes first, or you can 
base the order dependent on who is hosting, so the name that comes 
first would be the child of the hosts.

For example:
• Kate and Adrien
• Kate Anderson and Adrien Cuneo
• Kate Louise Anderson and Adrien Frederik Cuneo

If you choose to use wording like, “[Hosts] invite you to celebrate the 
marriage of their daughter [or son]…” you would use “to” instead of 
“and” between the names:

• Kate Louise to Adrien Cuneo
• Kate Louise to Adrien Frederik Cuneo
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Full header examples
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The Details
The details make up the bottom portion of the invitation and 
are there to tell your guests where and when the ceremony and 
celebration will be.

The ceremony details tell your guests when and where the ceremony 
will be.

The information should include the date, time and location of your 
wedding ceremony. It can also include the address of your venue, 
unless you’re putting that on an information card.

It’s pretty straightforward, but a basic rule of thumb is the more formal 
the event, the more words should be spelled out. Again, you can mix 
and match these elements as desired. For example:

The Ceremony
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The Celebration
Most weddings are much more than just the ceremony.. It is customary to 
include a line informing your guests of what happens next at the bottom 
of your invitation. 

Most often, the wording of this will be defined by what your reception will 
actually look like, but that doesn’t mean you can’t be creative with it. 

Here are some options:

• Reception to follow // Adult reception to follow
• Dinner, drinks and dancing to follow
• A lunch reception will follow
• Cocktails will be served in the Conservatory following the ceremony
• Followed by dinner and dancing
• An evening of celebration will commence at 7pm
• Dinner to follow at 7pm
• Reception to follow at Hedsor House at 6pm

This line can say whatever you want it to and include as much information 
as your guests will need. 

While it’s not necessary to outline the timeline of your wedding in detail, 
here are some basic tips that will help your guests:

• If the reception will not immediately follow the ceremony, include   
 the time.
• If the reception will be at a second location, include the name of the  
 venue on the same line or one below.
• If there are many details you want your guests to know about the   
 reception, include this information on an information card.



I N K A N D P A P E R D E S I G N . C O . U K

YourR. S. V. P.

When it comes to you RSVP, the essential elements are the request 
for response, the deadline for responses, the names of the guests being 
invited, their response (of course!) and sometimes you might ask for their 
meal preference or a song selection - if that information is useful to you. 
So what does that look like?

The Request
The request is simply the 
“please respond” phrase. 

Often, this appears as a title 
on your card - usually in a 
large font and right at the 
top. It can say any all sorts of 
things, like:

• RSVP (which means respondez s’il vous plait, or “please respond”)
• Please reply/respond by 12th May
• Kindly reply/respond by 12th May
• We hope you will join us
• The favour of your reply is requested by 12th May
• Pretty please, reply by 12th May

If you’re planning a specific theme and you’re feeling creative, you could 
also come up with something related to it that requests a response. 

Most people go with the basics, though, as it’s a little easier (though never 
easy!) to get people to respond. 
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The Date
When you’re asking for responses, you’ll need a deadline - you don’t 
want people tell you they’re coming at the last minute…although that still 
happens. 

Set a date, usually about a month before your wedding (2-3 weeks 
minimum). That will give you time to track down anyone who hasn’t 
responded and let your venue know the final numbers.

Dates are usually placed right below the request. The crucial thing is to 
be clear about your response deadline because it’s hard enough to track 
down stragglers.

Since you’re sending the card to everyone on your guest list and hoping 
for responses back from them, it is obviously important that you know 
who these cards are coming from. So, you should include a space on the 
card for your guests’ names:

Traditionally, invited guests write their names on this line and then check 
off their response. However, some couples find it easier and more 
straightforward to write the names before sending the invitation.

You can do what works for you, but without writing the names, you may 
find that you receive blank responses. 

Some couples choose to mark RSVP cards with a number -  or even 
invisible ink! - to ensure they know who the card is coming from. 

Just ensure you make it easy for you both.

The Names
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The Response
Next is your opportunity to go traditional or have a bit more fun! 

You can choose to simply ask “yes” or “no” or get more detailed with 
your responses:

• Accepts/Declines // Yes/No // Will attend/Unable to attend
• Gladly accepts/Regretfully declines
• Accepts with pleasure/Declines with regrets
• Delightfully accepts/Regretfully declines
• Will see you there/Wish we could make it
• Wouldn’t miss it/Will be there in spirit
• Yes, I am ready to attack the dance floor!
• No, and I’ll forever regret this decision
• Will be there with bells on/Will cheers from afar

As I said, there’s licence to have a lot of fun here if you want - but you 
can also keep it simple if that’s more your style.

Including a meal selection is optional. It works well if you’re having a sit-
down meal, just to give your caterer an idea of food preferences and 
counts for each dish option.

The selection list can be a simple check box, line for initials or a request 
to circle their preference. If using anything other than check boxes, you’ll 
want to also include a short instruction, like “initial your selection” or 
“please circle.”

Options for wording can include the entire main meal (i.e. Halibut with 
Beurre Blanc) or a simpler version (i.e. Fish). You can also ask for guests to 
let you know of any food allergies they’d like you to accommodate.

The Meal
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Additional
information

Your wedding comes with a lot of 
details. There are so many things 
you’re juggling and managing with your 
planning, so many elements to keep 
track of - and so much stuff you want 
to tell your guests. 

Your information cards are your 
opportunity to provide information 
without taking the focus off your 
gorgeous invitation.  The question is, 
which information should you include? 

This section will cover some of these 
possibilities.

Some couples prefer to include the venue address on the invitation. Others 
prefer to provide it separately. This is totally up to you, however, if you are 
having your reception at a different location to your ceremony, including 
addresses and times for both will help avoid confusion.

You might also consider a map and/or driving directions. The map is great for 
older guests or for venues that are difficult to get to. It’s also an opportunity 
to highlight things to see in the surrounding area. 

Alternatively, you can include a set of driving directions. Your venue may 
provide these to you, or, if you feel up to it, you can map it out yourself. Just 
make sure you’re providing instructions from multiple directions!

Venue Information
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If there’s no parking at the venue, how are you planning to ensure guests get 
there? Even if there is, you may still want to provide a transportation option 
for your guests, especially if you are having your ceremony at a different 
venue than the reception. Your enclosure card is a great place to mention the 
form of transportation, a meeting point, or even a request to reserve a spot, 
if necessary.

• A vintage bus will leave from the The Castle Hotel at 2:45pm. Following  
 the reception, it will return at 11pm.
• Transportation will be provided from the ceremony to the reception  
 (and back) and will depart shortly after the ceremony.
• Please return this card with your RSVP to reserve your spot on the bus
• Pick-up to the ceremony: The Castle Hotel, 2:45pm Pick-up to hotels:  
 Hedsor House, 11pm.

If your venue offers parking, let guests know so they don’t have to ask you 
the day before the wedding. If parking is paid or not available, make sure you 
let them know - you don’t want your guests driving around your venue for an 
hour looking for a place to park (and arriving late!).

• Parking will be available on Hedsor Hill
• Paid parking is available at Cliveden National Trust Car Park
• Free parking will be available at the venue
• Valet parking available onsite
• Overnight parking available at the venue

Parking

Transportation
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Attire
 
Although this can be its own card, often couples will include this along with 
other supplementary information - it just depends on the details you want to 
provide. 

For example, you can simply write “Black Tie” or you can go into more detail 
about what that entails. I’ll explain about what some of the options entail:

White Tie
The most formal of all the options. A tuxedo with a white tie and white shirt 
- the other elements are negotiable. Women should wear a full-length gown 
in a luxurious fabric. 

Black Tie
A tuxedo with a white shirt and black tie or bow tie. For women, a chic, 
knee-length cocktail dress with heels is usually acceptable, but a full-length 
gown is a safer bet.

Cocktail Attire
For men, a suit, or trouser and blazer combo. The tie is optional, but if you’re 
not sure, wear one and you can remove it later. Most dress lengths are 
acceptable, just don’t go too short, so your outfit is still smart and classy.

Smart Casual 
Men should wear a suit, or trouser and blazer combo - the tie is optional. For 
women, a cocktail dress or skirt and top combo. In really warm weather, go 
for breathable fabrics like linen and cotton.

Garden Attire or Beach Formal
A shirt and slacks, with an optional linen or cotton blazer. Shorts are usually 
acceptable if worn with a shirt and blazer. Chic, smart dresses of all lengths 
are usually fine for garden party or beach affairs, and heels can generally be 
worn, unless otherwise specified - though perhaps opt for wedges or flats if 
you know you’ll spend the day on grass or on sand!
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Adults-only
If you’re planning not to allow children at your wedding, you should tell
your guests. It can be a tough topic to broach, so here are a few ways
you can word it on your information card:

• We are very sorry, but due to restrictions at our venue, we cannot   
 accommodate children
• As much as we would like to invite all the children of our friends, it is  
 only possible to accommodate the children of close family
• We are sorry we are unable to accommodate children.
• Regrettably, children are unable to attend
• In order to allow all guests, including parents, an evening of relaxation  
 we have chosen for our wedding day to be an adult-only occasion. We  
 hope this advance notice means you are still able to share our big day  
 and will enjoy having the evening off! 
• Children are welcome at the ceremony, however the reception is an  
 adults-only affair
• We would like our special day to be an adult only occasion, however  
 we would like to open the invite up to your children at the evening   
 reception

Sometimes gifts can be a tricky subject.  Nowadays a lot of couples 
have already set up home together so the need for gifts is less, and you 
obviously don’t want to look like you’re too picky. If you do want to provide 
information for people who want to get you something. Here are some ways 
to broach the subject:

• The couple is registered at…
• Your presence is our present, but if you do wish to buy us something,  
 we’re registered at…

Gifts
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• Your presence is the greatest gift of all. However, if you do wish to   
 honour us with a gift, a contribution to our honeymoon would   
 be greatly appreciated.
• If you’re thinking of giving a gift, we would love a contribution toward  
 our honeymoon. However, if you prefer to purchase a gift, feel free to  
 surprise us in your own way!
• As we have been sharing a home for some time, we would instead ask  
 for contributions toward our life together in the form of gift vouchers.

If you have registered for gifts, you’ll also want to include the details, like a gift 
list number or registry website.

If you are planning to host a multi-day event, you may want to include an
information card that reads:

• We invite you to join us for Sunday Lunch at Chequers Inn at 1pm on  
 Sunday 13th May
• Please join us at 1pm on Sunday the 13th for lunch at Chequers Inn
• We can’t get enough of you, so please join us the following afternoon  
 for lunch!
• Recover with us the following afternoon for lunch. 1pm at Chequers  
 Inn (we have booked a cosy corner)
• Come join us as we send off our bride and groom at Sunday Lunch.   
 1pm at Chequers Inn

For more formal events, include all the relevant details like the specific date 
and the address of the venue. For a casual event, you can probably leave off 
the date and address, especially if it’s at the same place where your guests 
will be staying.

An information card like this may also apply to other events like a barbeque, 
pool party, the rehearsal, or any other event you have planned around your 
wedding.

The next day



If you have something to share from more than 3 of these categories, I 
would highly recommend setting up a website for your wedding. There are a 
number of options online that are really easy to set up. 

This will allow you to share all the information your guests need and want 
to know without overwhelming them with information cards (and totally 
breaking your budget!).

If you do choose to set up a website, include the URL on your information 
card along with one or two of the most important pieces of information - 
the ones that are most important to you!

• Further information available at URL
• More info: URL
• Find more information about gifts, transportation and the venue at URL
• More information can be found at URL
• Check out all the details at URL
• URL (alone at the bottom of the card)

Website Information
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Letterpress Love

I’m Grania and I’m the 
designer, letterpress 
printer and calligrapher 
behind Ink & Paper

Ink and Paper is a bespoke letterpress and 
calligraphy design studio based in West 
London. I create elegant and modern custom 

invitation stationery for your love story.  

I work with you every step of the way to bring 
your ideas to life and create that special first 

look of your wedding day.
 

Whether you’re looking for save-the-dates and 
invitations, menus and place cards or orders of 
service, I am here to ensure your wedding day 
is a genuine showcase of your personalities 

and style.
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